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CHAPTER 49
An Act to amend
the Environmental Protection Act
Assented to December 3rd, 1981
HER MAJESTY, by and with the advice and consent of the
Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as
follows:
1. The Environmental Protection Act, being chapter 141 of the s. 40,,,
Revised Statutes of Ontario, 1980, is amended by adding thereto
the following section:
40a.—(1) The ownership of waste that is accepted at a waste Ownership
disposal site by the operator of the site is transferred to the °
^^^^
operator upon acceptance.
(2) Where waste is desposited but not accepted at a waste Where
disposal site, the ownership of the waste shall be deemed to be Tempted
transferred to the operator of the site immediately before the
waste is deposited.
(3) Subsections (1) and (2) apply only in respect of a waste Certificate
disposal site for which a certificate of approval or a provisional °
*pp™^
certificate of approval is in force.
(4) Subsection (1) applies only in the absence of a contract to Effect of
,1 , contract
the contrary.
(5) Subsections (1) to (4) do not relieve any person from liabil- LiabUity
ity except liability as owner of waste that is delivered to and
accepted by the operator of a waste disposal site in accordance
with law including an applicable certificate of approval or provi-
sional certificate of approval.
(6) Where the operator of a waste disposal site is not the owner Owner of
of the land on which the site is located, subsections (1) and (2) do ^
not prevent the ownership of waste that is accepted or deposited
at the site from being transferred to the owner of the land.
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VEHICLE PERMITS
47a.—(1) In this section and in sections 476 to 47/?,
(a) "hauled liquid industrial waste or hazardous waste"
means hauled liquid industrial waste or hazardous
waste as designated in the regulations relating to Part
V;
' -• {b) "number plates" means number plates issued under the
Highway Traffic Act;
(c) "offence" means offence under this Act or the regula-
tions or under subsection 16 (1) of the Ontario Water
Resources Act;
(d) "permit" means permit issued under section 7 of the
.... ,., ,, Highway Traffic Act;
(e) "Registrar" means Registrar of Motor Vehicles under
the Highway Traffic Act.
(2) A police officer or a provincial officer may seize the permit
and the number plates for a vehicle where he is of the opinion,
upon reasonable and probable grounds,
(a) that the vehicle was used or is being used in the com-
mission of an offence in respect of hauled liquid indus-
trial waste or hazardous waste; and
(b) that the continued operation of the vehicle will result or
is likely to result in,
(i) impairment of the quality of the natural envi-
" ^' ronment for any use that can be made of it,
(ii) injury or damage to property or to plant or ani-
mal life,
(iii) harm or material discomfort to any person,
(iv) an adverse effect on the health of any person,
(v) impairment of the safety of any person, or
(vi) rendering any property or plant or animal life
unfit for use by man.
i.fi--:
Safekeeping (3) The police officer or provincial officer.
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(a) shall deliver the permit and the number plates into the
custody of the Registrar pending disposition as pro-
vided in sections 47b to 47 h; and
(b) shall give notice to the Registrar of the date when the
permit and the number plates were seized.
(4) The Registrar shall give notice of the delivery into custody
^'°^'^f
^y
d of the date of the seizure to the
and the number plates were issued.
an person to whom the permit ^^* ^
476.—(1) Where a person is convicted of an offence in respect Suspension
of hauled liquid industrial waste or hazardous waste, the court Ld^d^ention
may order the suspension of the permit and the detention of the °^ number
number plates for any vehicle that the court is satisfied was used
in the commission of the offence, if the court is satisfied that the
continued operation of the vehicle will result or is likely to result
in any of the effects mentioned in subsection 47a (2).
(2) The court may fix such period of time, not exceeding five Term of .
years, for the suspension of the permit and the detention of the anT*"^"*"
number plates as the court considers proper. detention
(3) Where the permit and the number plates were seized Wem
under section 47a, the period of the suspension and detention
shall be calculated from the day of the seizure.
(4) Where the permit and the number plates have not been o^der
seized, the court may order that the permit and the number seizure
plates shall be seized and delivered to the Registrar.
(5) Where the permit to drive the vehicle on a highway and the Out-of-
number plates were issued by an authority outside Ontario and ^rmit'^Ld
not under the Highway Traffic Act, the court shall not act under "j'™b«''
subsection (1) but may order the Registrar to return the permit r.s.o. i98o,
and the number plates to the authority that issued them. c. i98
(6) The court may issue an order under this section in addition Oi'der 's
^, ,, . , additional
to any other penalty imposed. to any other
penalty
(7) The prosecutor shall give to the Registrar and to the person Notice of
to whom the permit and the number plates were issued notice of ment of
the commencement of the proceedings in respect of the offence proceedings
mentioned in subsection (1).
(8) Subsections (1) and (5) do not apply unless the court is Notice of
satisfied that the person to whom the permit and the number seek order
plates were issued was notified, before the defendant entered his
plea, that an order would be sought under this section.










(9) A person given notice under subsection (8) has the right to
be added as a party to the proceedings in respect of the offence
mentioned in subsection (1) for the purpose,
(a) of satisfying the court that the vehicle was not used in
the commission of the offence;
(b) of satisfying the court that the continued operation of
the vehicle will not result and is not Hkely to result in
any of the effects mentioned in subsection 47a (2); or
(c) of making submissions to the court with respect to the
issuance of an order under this section,
or for all of such purposes.
(10) A prosecutor who intends not to seek a penalty under this
section shall give notice of that fact to the court, to the Registrar
and to the person to whom the permit and the number plates
were issued.
(11) Subsections (1), (4) and (5) do not apply where the pros-
ecutor gives notice to the person to whom the permit and the











(a) a person is convicted of an offence in respect of hauled
liquid industrial waste or hazardous waste; and
(b) the court is satisfied,
(i) that the permit and the number plates for a
vehicle used in the commission of the offence
are in the possession of the Registrar or are the
subject of an order for seizure and delivery to
the Registrar, and
'H'£> f.i i.orj-^-Ji
(ii) that the person to whom the permit and the
number plates were issued was notified that a




the court may order the Registrar to detain the permit and the
number plates until any fine imposed upon the conviction men-
tioned in clause (a) is paid.
(2) The clerk of the court shall transmit to the Registrar,
(a) a copy of the order made under subsection (1) together
with a certificate as to the issuance of the order; and
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(b) upon payment of the fine, a certificate by the clerk as to
the payment.
47d. An appeal lies from an order or a refusal to issue an order Appeal
under section 476 or 47c in the same manner as an appeal from a
conviction or acquittal in respect of an offence mentioned in such
section.
47g.—(1) Where the Registrar is satisfied as to the cir- Return of
1 • /-.^ 1 x^ • 1- permit and
cumstances set out m subsection (2), the Registrar upon applica- number
tion by the person to whom the permit and the number plates p'*^^
were issued shall return the permit and the number plates or,
upon payment of any fees prescribed therefor under the Highway R so. i980.
Traffic Act,
(a) shall renew the permit and return or issue new number
plates; or
(b) shall issue a new permit and new number plates,
as the case requires.
(2) The circumstances referred to in subsection (1) are that, "^^^^' \ / > return to
be made
(a) the prosecutor has given notice that an order will not be
sought,
(i) for the suspension of the permit and the deten-
tion of the number plates, or
(ii) for the return of the permit and the number
plates to the authority outside Ontario that
issued them;
(b) at the conclusion of an investigation, no proceedings
are commenced in respect of the offence mentioned in
subsection 476 (1);
(c) notice of the commencement of the proceedings in
respect of the offence mentioned in subsection 47b (1) is
not given to the Registrar or to the person to whom the
permit and the number plates were issued within thirty
days of the seizure of the permit and the number plates;
(d) every charge that has been laid is withdrawn;
(e) any proceedings that have been commenced are finally
disposed of without the issuance of an order,
(i) for the suspension of the permit and the deten-
tion of the number plates,
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(ii) for the return of the permit and the number
plates to the authority outside Ontario that
issued them, or
(iii) for the detention of the permit and the number
plates pending payment of a fine;
(/) where an order has been issued for the suspension of the
permit and the detention of the number plates, the
period of the suspension and detention has been com-
pleted and, if an order has been issued for the detention
of the permit and the number plates pending payment
of a fine, the fine has been paid; or
(g) where an order has been issued for the detention of the
permit and the number plates pending payment of a




47/.—(1) No person whose permit or number plates for a
vehicle,
(a) have been seized and are held in custody under section
47a;
(b) are under suspension or detention under section 47b or
47c?; or
(c) are detained under section 47c,
shall apply for, procure the issue or renewal to him of or have in






(2) No person whose permit or number plates for a vehicle,
(a) have been seized and are held in custody under section
47a;
(b) are under suspension or detention under section 47b or
47d; or
(c) are detained under section 47c,
shall apply for, procure the issue to him of or have in his posses-




47g. Where, under section 476 or 47d, an order is made or a
charge is dismissed, the clerk or registrar of the court shall
.1 transmit to the Registrar a copy of the order or the minute of
dismissal certified by the clerk or registrar.
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Alh.—(1) Upon application without notice, a justice, within Substituted
the meaning of the Provincial Offences Act, who is satisfied that r s^q i98o
reasonable efforts have been made without success to give a c. 400
notice under section 47a or 476, or that such reasonable efforts
would not be successful, may order substituted service of the
notice in such manner as the justice may direct.
(2) A notice given by substituted service in the manner Effect
directed under subsection (1) shall be deemed to be given on the
day on which the substituted service is carried out.
3.—(1) Subsections 123 (1) and (2) of the said Act are repealed and « 123(1, 2),
the following substituted therefor:
(1) A hearing by the Board shall be a new hearing and the Powers of
Board may confirm, alter or revoke the action of the Director
that is the subject-matter of the hearing and may by order direct
the Director to take such action as the Board considers the
Director should take in accordance with this Act and the
regulations, and, for such purposes, the Board may substitute
its opinion for that of the Director.
(2) Any party to a hearing before the Board under this section Appeal
may appeal from its decision or order on a question of law to the *° ^^^^
Divisional Court in accordance with the rules of court.
(2) Subsection 123 (1) of the Environmental Protection Act, as Application,
re-enacted by subsection (1), applies to hearings in respect of r^s"o^%8o
which the Board has not made a decision before this section c. 141
comes into force.
(3) Subsection 123 (2) of the Environmental Protection Act, as Application,
re-enacted by subsection (1), applies only to appeals com-
^^^
menced after this section comes into force.
(4) Where it appears at any stage of an appeal to a county court Transfer of
that the appeal ought to have been taken to the Divisional
^^^
Court, the appeal shall not on that account be dismissed, but
a judge of the Divisional Court or of the county court may
order the appeal transferred to the Divisional Court upon
such terms as to costs and with such directions as to proce-
dure as the judge considers proper.
(5) Subsection (4) does not apply in respect of an appeal that is Application
commenced more than one year after the day this section
comes into force.
4. The said Act is further amended bv adding thereto the following ^ ''*^'
section:
enacted










147.—(1) Where any person is convicted of an offence under
this Act or the regulations or under subsection 16 (1) of the
Ontario Water Resources Act in respect of hauled liquid industri-
al waste or hazardous waste as designated in the regulations
relating to Part V of this Act and the action or failure to act for
which the person is convicted results or may result in,
bn.(
(a) impairment of the quality of the natural environment
for any use that can be made of it;
(b) injury or damage to property or to plant or animal life;
(c) harm or material discomfort to any person;
(d) an adverse effect on the health of any person;
(e) impairment of the safety of any person;
(/) rendering any property or plant or animal life unfit for
use by man;
( g ) loss of enjoyment of normal use of property; or
(h) interference with the normal conduct of business,
the person is liable to a fine of not less than $2,000 and not more
than $25,000 for the first offence and for each subsequent offence
to a fine of not less than $4,000 and not more than $50,000 for
every day or part thereof upon which the offence occurs or con-








(2) A person who is convicted of an offence under subsection
16 (1) of the Ontario Water Resources Act in the circumstances
mentioned in subsection (1) of this section is liable either to a fine
under subsection (1) of this section or to the penalty of imprison-
ment under subsection 16 (1) of that Act or to both such fine and
imprisonment.
Notice (3) Subsection (1) does not apply unless the court is satisfied
that the person was notified, before entering his plea, that a




(4) Subsection (1) does not apply in respect of an offence in
respect of Part IX of this Act.
5.—(1) The said Act is further amended by adding thereto the fol-
lowing section:
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148. Proceedings for an offence under this Act or the regula- Limitation
tions shall not be commenced after two years after the date on
which the offence was, or is alleged to have been, committed.
(2) Section 148 of the Environmental Protection Act, as enacted Application of
, , • / V , 1 • r rr R.S.O. 1980,
by subsection (1), does not apply in respect oi an oiience c. ui, s. i48
committed, or alleged to have been committed, before this
section comes into force.
6. This Act comes into force on the day it receives Royal Assent. Commence-^ -^ ment
7. The short title of this Act is the Environmental Pro^ecfion Short title
Amendment Act, 1981.

